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Sunday service times
8am Traditional 9:15am Traditional
11am Families 5 pm Contemporary

Connecting the members of the South East
Bendigo Anglican Parish (Holy Trinity)

Weekly
News
1 March 2020

Reflection
Love is
cross-
shaped
“It’s all about love.”

That’s one of the tag lines
that’s been used in the
advertising for the show
Married At
First Sight.
Though I
imagine
you aren’t
wasting
your time
watching such drivel, I would
be amazed if you have been
able to escape the barrage of
ads for the show over the last
month. And clearly, given the
show is in its sixth season,
someone is watching it.

We have such a shallow view
of love in our culture. We say
things like – I love my family,
I love my cat, I love
chocolate, I love school
(maybe not), I love holidays,
I love Star Wars, I love you.
We use the same word to
mean so many things, it’s

hard to not make love look
cheap.

But I get especially cranky with
shows like this, that prey on our
natural desire to love and be
loved with a version of love that

is so tiny and self-seeking. It
makes me angry when
something so precious is made
so cheap! Love is one of the

most precious gifts we are
given, and not just romantic
love, but relational love of all
types. We are made to love
and be loved, made to be in
relationship with God and
with one another.

You know, as Christians, our
story is truly all about love
because at the centre of our
story is the God who is love.
And God’s love is not only

feeling
(though he
does feel
love for us
too!) God’s
love is
action.

In 1 John 4:7-8 we read:

Dear friends, let us love one
another, because love comes
from God. Whoever loves is a
child of God and knows God.
Whoever does not love does not
know God, for God is love. God
showed his love for us by
sending his only Son into the
world, so that we might have
life through him. This is what
love is: it is not that we have
loved God, but that he loved us
and sent his Son to be the
means by which our sins are
forgiven.

Bible readings This Sunday 2 Timothy 2:24-26 (p.1196) Luke 17:1-10
(p.1051) Next SundayMatthew 24:1-13 (p.993) Proverbs
18:19 (p.653) Matthew 5:38-46 (p.970)
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A godless show like
Married At First Sight can
never teach us about true
love, because without the
God who is love the version
it paints is always going to
be shallow and self-centred.
Only the God who is love
can teach us about love.
And what he has shown us
is that love is cross-shaped.
Love is more than a feeling;
it is a choice in action,
shown in commitment and
sacrifice, shown most

clearly when he chose to send
his Son. Before we loved God,
he first loved us with a cross-
shaped love – a love that serves,
that sacrifices, that dares to go
first, that risks getting hurt and
determines to forgive.

And we as God’s people are
called to love like this too. As it
goes on to say in 1 John 4:11

Dear friends, if this is how God
loved us, then we should love one
another.

We are about to start what
could be a very challenging

series for lent – a series about
giving up our offences. That
is, it is a series trying to help
us love with the same cross-
shaped love that God has
shown to us. But it won’t be
easy. So, let’s pray that God’s
Spirit may work in us that
through this series we would
grow in knowing deeply his
cross-shaped love for us and
then grow too in sharing this
same love to others.

Karen Reid
Curate

Reflection continued...

lines to indicate a parking space.
To help free up parking and
eliminate unsafe parking closer
to our buildings, if you are
abled body, please choose car
parks that are further away from
the building. This allows more
access to those who desperately
need it.

Rosters
It is time once again to be
making the rosters for all
services for the period March-
June 2020. If you are involved
in any rostered service areas,
please make your availability
known (most particularly the
Sundays you are NOT
available) by emailing
rosters@southeastbendigo.com
this week.

Table tennis
and T-bones
No Tofu this time, sorry blokes!
On Monday March 16th we are
holding a table tennis and T-

News
Bertram’s
ordination
Everyone is invited to Bertram's
ordination as deacon in the
Anglican church! This will be
conducted at a special 9am
Sunday service here at Holy
Trinity next Sunday, 8th March.
Bishop Matt will be joining us
to ordain Bertram and
parishioners from all services are
encouraged to come to support
Bertram and celebrate with him.

Please take special note of
service time changes for the
ordination: on Sunday 8th
March there will be NO 8am
service and the 9:15am service
will move to 9am.

Parking
Please note, we are not allowed
to park in places on the
bitumen where there are no

bone mens night. From 6pm.
The price is $15 but don’t let
the price stop you from coming.
We must sign up for this one so
we know how much meat to
buy. It’s a great opportunity to
bring a friend. Talk to Trev or
Adrian to RSVP.

This Lent:
Give up your
offences.
Lent is traditionally a time of
giving up something. This year
our lent sermon series will be
focussing on giving up our
offences. Could be challenging
and liberating. There will be a
lent study at HT (southern
room) from 7:30 until 9:00PM
starting Tuesday 3rd March and
Thursday afternoon the 4th in
the church from 1:00pm.
Please put your name on the
signup sheet in the foyer if you
are interested in joining. Home
group leaders talk to Trev if you
also wish to follow this series.



3

Fishing at
Lake
Eppalock
Men - We are holding a fishing
night at Lake Eppalock on
Friday 13th March. Meet near
the water’s edge off Sunset Drive
near the Yacht club from
5:30pm til dusk. BYO fishing
gear and chair. BBQ dinner
will be provided, so please
RSVP to Colin Flitton or Rob
Edwards.

Pie drive
Trinity Ladies (ex Caritas) are
running a “Pie Drive” in
conjunction with the Elmore
Bakery. All profits will be
divided between Chaplaincy
and Northern Outreach.

There is a full range of pies,
about 50 in total - meat, fruit,
quiches and lemon tarts. Both
standard and family sizes are
available. Order forms are
available on the church table.
Orders and money must be in
by Sunday 22nd March, and the

pies will be delivered to Holy
Trinity on Thursday 2nd April
at 2pm. Contact Val
Densworth M 0429 864 371

World Day of
Prayer
TheWorld Day of Prayer
Service which will be at Holy
Trinity on Friday 6th March at
10am. Talk to Ruth Paynter or
Bev Arnold for more
information.

Trinity Ladies
Meeting at 7.30pm on
Thursday 5th March. Please
bring your own preserves --
jam or relish etc. They are to be
tested by Taste!

Lady Day
date for the
diary
Lady Day Diocesan Celebration
at Holy Trinity SE Bendigo on
Wednesday 25th March. 11am.
Everyone very welcome.

Men’s
breakfast
The next Strathfieldsaye men’s
breakfast is on Saturday 7
March at the Strathfieldsaye
Community Church at 7:30am.
The Speaker will be the Rev
Chris Venning, a Uniting
Church Minister. Gold coin
donation for Access-Our Shed.

Website
makeover
Our parish website
southeastbendigo.com has
recently been refreshed thanks
to David Thorne, who has made
this possible. The content of the
site is specifically designed to be
welcoming to those who are
looking for a church
community to join. We are also
now confident that recent
sermons which have been
harder to find over the 6
months are now easy to access.

Take a look on your computer,
tablet or phone. Your feedback is
welcome.

Our ministry team preparing pancakes last Tuesday.
Not too many cooks on this occasion...the pancakes were great!
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Contact us
14 Keck Street Flora Hill 3550

Office hours
9am-12pm Monday to Friday

Phone
5443 3482
Website
southeastbendigo.com
Email
office@southeastbendigo.com

The Anglican Diocese of Bendigo
is a participant in the uniform
professional standards scheme
managed by an independent
professional standards organisation
Kooyoora Ltd. If you have a
complaint call 1800 135 246

Prayer
Church and
mission
Parish
Give thanks for the Parish Fair,
for all those who helped and for
the connections made with the
wider community. Pray for
opportunities to keep building
on these connections.

Pray as we commence a new
series for Lent that God would
grow us as people of grace as we
follow the God of grace.

Give thanks and pray for the
those who volunteer as office
volunteers.

Pray for our ministry team, for
health, energy, wisdom and
faithfulness In their leadership.

Pray for the different groups in
our church, this week the Men’s
& Women’s ministry

Diocese
Pray for Youth and children’s
development officer – Trev Bell

Mission
Pray for great connections and
growing mateship for the men
at the Bloke’s Barn.

Pray for the ministry of Bush
Church Aid in rural and remote
Australia.

Persecuted Church
Nigeria: Pray Christians in
Nigeria can be bold in sharing
their faith and pray many
receive the gospel. Ask God to
provide ways to make a living
for his people who have been
persecuted for their faith.

World
China
Pray for containment and
healing for those infected with
the coronavirus and pray that
containment would be effective.

Quarantined people
We pray that those people who
have been quarantined due to
possible infection of the
coronavirus would have peace,
patience, hope and healing. Pray
too for the scientists working
hard to make an effective
vaccine.

Malaysia
Pray for wise and stable political
leadership as the nation faces a
crisis In government with mass
resignations and subsequent
upheaval this week.

Turkey
Pray for those injured, grieving
for loved ones and those who
have lost homes and livelihoods
in the earthquake this week.

National and
local
Pray for families, couples and
individuals burdened by trying
to buy a home and pay other
necessary bills.

The homeless and the
marginalised – that they may
find a secure place to stay and
be safe as well as access to the
services they need.

Give thanks for the rain that has
fallen and pray for the many
areas still waiting for sustained,
drought-breaking rains.

Pray for all levels of government
to lead with integrity and
wisdom. This week we focus on
the state level and pray for the
Premier Daniel Andrews and
our local members –Jacinta
Allan & Maree Edwards.

Pray for the health sector and
the valuable role they play in
our local community.

Pray for the new push to reform
the poker machine industry and
help those caught in gambling.

Personal
Sick and in need
Val Densworth, Shiri Synan,
Lorenzo Santalucia, Eric and
Muriel Jencke, Keith
Thompson, Travis Parker and
any others known to us.


