
  

  

Sitting in Peace 
 

Sometimes when I sit still long 
enough and pay attention to my body I can 
find myself either tapping my foot or 
finding that my brain has gone off on 
another tangent without sorting out the 17 
things that are already on my mind!
Basically what I am saying is that I can 
feel that life is very fast paced. 

But not only can life be fast paced—
it can be very uncertain. Watching the 
news at the moment can indeed cause 
some anxiety with issues like swine flu, 
wars, political turmoil in many places and 
the economic down turn to mention just a 
few. On top of this I know that, for many 
in our parish, such news events are closer 
to home with retrenchments, difficulty 
finding work and reduced income for self-
funded retirees. 

As a parish we also have other issues 
to consider such as possible facility 
changes at Holy Trinity, the loss of Tracey 
in the coming months and providing 
ministry to all those we connect with—
including our 8 regular congregations. 

I remember as a new Christian some 
years ago singing a song which was 
straight out of Habakkuk 3:17-18. The 
words were put to a catchy tune and we all 
sang along – however there were times 
when I stopped to think about the words 
and ask God if I could agree with them. 
The confronting words were: 

 (Hab 3:17-18 NIV)  Though the 
fig tree does not blossom and 
there are no grapes on the 
vines, though the olive crop fails 
and the fields produce no food, 
though there are no sheep in the 
pen and no cattle in the stalls, 
yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I 
will be joyful in God my 
Saviour. 
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Continued on page 2 

 ‘To Proclaim Jesus Christ  as Lord & Saviour.  
To Pray for Repentance.  To Prepare for Christ's Return.’  
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Regular Services  
 
 

Holy Trinity 
14 Keck St, Flora Hill 

 

Sundays 
8am : Holy Communion 
 

9.30am : Holy Communion  
  2nd & 4th Sundays 
Morning Prayer 1st, 3rd & 
 (usually) 5th Sundays 
 

11am : Family Church 
 

6.30pm : Contemporary Service—
(Holy Communion usually 1st & 
5th Sundays) 
 

Wednesdays 
10 am : Holy Communion 
 
 

Also Seniors’ Service 
 last Friday of each month 
2pm  (except Dec & Jan)  

 
 
 

Christ Church 
cnr Strickland Road/Barr St  

Bendigo East 
 

Sundays 
11am : Holy Communion  
(Morning Prayer on 1st Sundays) 
 

 

St Stephen’s 
108 Hargreaves Rd, Emu Creek 

 

Sundays 
9am : Holy Communion 
(Morning Prayer on 1st Sundays) 
 
 
 
 

Also  Home Communions by 
arrangement with the Rector—
normally 3rd Wed and Thurs each 
month. 
 

Occasional services at Bendigo 
Retirement Village, Village Life, 
Anne Caudle Centre, Joan Pinder 
Nursing Home, Alexandra House 
& Amity (Holdsworth Manor) 

 

  
Are they words that you agree with? 

Basically what God’s prophet Habakkuk is saying is that, 
even though there may be an economic crisis, all food 
production is failing and I might not have anything to eat – 
yet my first response will be to rejoice in God – because 
he is my Saviour. 
 As I reflect upon my life at the moment and all that is 
happening in the parish and the world - I believe God is 
calling me to “sit in his peace.” I believe God is calling me 
to drop my soul’s anchor in his peace that passes all 
understanding rather than being caught up in the fast lane 
all the time or worrying about that which I cannot change. 
 So how do I “sit in the peace of God?” Well, for me at 
the moment it means two things. The first is finding joy in 
the little things that I can so easily miss—enjoying  
breakfasts with Karen, the warmth of the sun on my back, 
joking with my boys, feeling good after going for a run 
and so on. 

The second thing I do to ‘sit in God’s peace’ is 
actually “sitting!” Just physically sitting, maybe with a 
cuppa, and reading the Bible and meditating on a passage. 
By meditating I mean focusing on a verse that I have read 
and mulling over that verse  in my mind and the truth that 
it contains: allowing the truth to be sweet honey to my 
soul. It is not really rocket science but rather making sure I 
have time for God rather than rushing around and 
worrying unnecessarily. 
 I don’t believe that “sitting in the peace of God” will 
mean that all these other things that cause concern will 
fade away. Sometimes the fig tree just will not blossom no 
matter how much you water it! But what I do know is that 
the most important thing is taken care of and I am ready to 
face the other things in God’s strength. 
 What about you? What is going on in your life at the 
moment? Are you standing in front of a fig tree and trying 
to make it blossom? Is the Spirit of God 
tapping you on the shoulder and bringing 
your attention to what is important – your 
relationship with God your Saviour? 

Contd from page 1 
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Farewell Dearest Tracey…. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As announced on Sunday 26th April, 
Tracey’s appointment with our parish 
as our Associate Minister will end on 
28th June 2009.  
 

This decision has been taken by Bishop 
Andrew recognising God’s calling of 
Tracey and enabling of the 
extraordinary development of  her 
pioneering ministry as Community 
Chaplain and co-ordinator of ‘Our 
Place’ community centre in Eaglehawk. 
 

She is clearly the ‘right person in the 
right place at the right time’.  
Her ministry is having a significant 
impact in the wider community and has 
the potential to continue to do so and 
expand further well into the future.  
But the initial arrangements, whereby 
Tracey was seconded to the Chaplaincy 
and working 2 days for the parish, is 
not sustainable on an on-going basis. 
We have been, and continue to be, 
greatly blessed by Tracey’s wonderful 

ministry amongst us which has deeply 
touched our lives and so, while she will 
be sorely missed, she will leave with 
our blessing, on-going love, support 
and prayers.  
Greg, in consultation with the Wardens 
and Parish Council, will be seeking a 
replacement for Tracey in the context 
of our current strategic planning for the 
parish.   A formal farewell for Tracey 
will be organised and details advertised 
in due course. 
 

Please continue to pray for Tracey and 
her exciting pioneering ministry as well 
as for her health and family life.  
And pray for Greg as he shoulders the 
extra load and for wisdom, discernment 
and courage as he leads us through 
these major challenges and new 
opportunities. Pray too for our Wardens 
and Council as we seek God's Will for 
our parish and move forward 
together— making available our own 
gifts and talents in our shared ministry.  
 

We have been praying since the AGM 
that we might seek out and surf the big 
waves God is building up in the 
community through which he might be 
glorified. 
  SURF’s UP…!!! 
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Well it wasn’t that long ago that we looked 
at the last words Jesus spoke from the Cross. 
As I write this I am aware that what I am 
about to write is my second last opportunity 
to say something to you via this newsletter. 
Now I know what I have to say is nothing in 
comparison to what our Lord says and His 
last few words are more valuable and richer 
than any words I could ever say or write in a 
lifetime. However, as I ponder what to say 
I’m mindful that the words I type here now 
are amongst my last as Associate Minister at 
SE Bendigo—so what do I say? 
What last words do I want to leave you with 
– they are ‘Dare to dream.’ 
As I reflect on all that’s happened over the 
last couple of months they are the words that 
come to mind. For many 
years I believe God had put 
in my heart a dream about 
being on the cutting edge of our community 
and creating an available safe place where 
people could gather and receive support, 
practical assistance, information and 
amongst other things be welcomed and 
valued and experience loving community. 
Through Black Saturday I have seen that 
dream become a reality at ‘Our Place’. It’s 
come about in a way I did not expect but I 
know this is that which God spoke about 
long ago. 
I know this is part of that which God has 
nurtured within me and others for a long 
time and during that time there has been the 
constant challenge to hang on to it to, to 
sometimes speak about it, to do some 
research, promoting, fleecing, waiting and 
praying about it. 
Just a couple of weeks ago Susan Boyle 
stunned the world as she took to the stage 
and sung ‘I dreamed a dream’ as a 

participant on ‘Britain’s got talent.’ Online 
videos of Susan stunning the audience have 
proven more popular than those of Barack 
Obama's historic victory speech! Apparently 
footage of the unassuming Scot silencing the 
sniggering crowd were viewed more than 
100 million times in just over a week. One 
YouTube clip alone attracted 35.5 million 
hits as viewers around the world lapped up 
her rags-to-riches story. I’d encourage you to 
watch it but make sure the tissues are close 
by! 
There’s something special that happens to 
the human heart when we see someone 
reach their dreams. There’s something that 
resonates within us I think when we witness 
the seemingly impossible take form and 
shape before our very eyes. 
As I read through the Scriptures I notice 

there are many stories where 
we see dreams coming true. 
Look at Abraham and Sarah 

and their dream of having descendants, or 
Mary’s dream of having a special child, or 
Joseph’s or David’s dream of being a ruler. 
Dreams that God placed in their hearts, 
dreams that God spoke to them about, 
dreams that were in the heart of God long 
before they came into being. I wonder what 
your dreams are, I wonder what things God 
has been speaking to you about over the 
years. 
Can I encourage you to not let them go, be 
faithful in nurturing the dreams God has 
given you and trust that He will bring them 
about in His perfect timing. 
My second last blog which is written with 
much appreciation for all your support in 
making a part of my dream come true! 
 

Love  
 
 
 � � � � � �

� � � � � �
� � � � � �
� � � � � � ����
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The annual CMS Autumn Weekend  
Is again being held  at Holy Trinity 

from Friday 1 May—Sunday 3rd May, 2009 
 

The theme is “Missionary People : Making a Difference”  
including four Bible Studies led by the Revd Dr David Williams, 

CMS’s Development and Training Secretary.  
 

There will also be presentations from several missionaries  
and missionaries in training.. 

 

A full report will be included in the June Bulletin 

 

STEP UP!  Ever felt called to step up, to stand up and 
be counted, to declare your colours, pledge allegiance! 
Often in our Christian walk there are times we feel God 
may be challenging us to own our faith and declare our 

allegiance in a very public or significant way.  Our annual 
Confirmation Service is scheduled to be held on 

Sunday 9th August at Holy Trinity 6.30pm 
This provides an opportunity to publicly affirm your faith in a special service 
where you will be encouraged and prayed for by our Bishop and our Christian 
family. It  is for all people of all ages and all backgrounds. For some, whose 
parents promised to raise them up in the Christian faith at their baptism, it is a 
time to take on that responsibility for themselves publicly. For others, it’s a time 
to renew their commitment or make a commitment to Christ for the first time. 
Whatever your reason for doing so, please be encouraged to respond in faith, 
step up to the mark with others in our parish, make a stand for Christ and be 
ready to run the race that is set before you. 
�  Those wishing to be confirmed need to attend a series of classes in 

preparation for this important step in their life as a follower of Jesus 
Christ. 

�  The classes may also be attended by people who have not yet been 
baptised but wish to request baptism for themselves.  

�  NB : Candidates for Confirmation must be no younger than age 14 this 
year. 

�  Dates/times of classes will depend on the numbers and what best suits 
those participating. 

 

Those wishing to enrol in these classes should please complete the 
enrolment form (copies at each centre)  

and hand it in to the parish office  - or speak to Greg 
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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS    
arising from the third meeting of the Council for 2009 

held on Monday 20th April 2009 

Community Chaplaincy and Parish Staffing 
and development plans—Council spent most 
of the meeting time in prayer and in discussion 
of this matter noting that the Bishop had 
indicated that Tracey’s appointment as 
Community Chaplain was likely to be extended 
in the light of the extraordinary success of “Our 
Place” and the evident effectiveness of its 
outreach to a growing number of people in need 
in the wider community.   
This would of course have signif icant impact 
upon the ministry capacity and development 
plans in our parish which would require urgent 
consideration as soon as the matter was 
clarified. It was noted that the Rector and the 
Wardens would be meeting with the Bishop on 
Friday 24th April in this regard and that an 

announcement would probably be made at 
services on Sunday 26th April 
[Note : see page 3] 
 
 

Youth Director—Council received a report 
from Rob Edwards in which he spoke about 
some of the activit ies mentioned in his report in 
this bulletin (see page 15)  
 

Finances— It was noted that income and 
expenditure were close to budget but that the 
cash flow situation was extremely tight. 
 

Routine reports—Council received reports 
from each of the three centres as well as from 
the Wardens and in considering arrangements 
for the CMS Weekend. 
 

 
 

PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Your Parish Council members for 2009 are follows 
Rector : Revd Greg Harris (Chairman)   
 

Associate Minister : Revd Tracey Wolsley 
 

Youth Director : Rob Edwards   
 

Wardens : Gordon Hensley; John Bovaird; James Oakley 
 

Congregational reps : Louise Barker; Anne Boyer; David Bruce; Helen Buttolph; 
     Helen Elgin; Geoff Chittenden; Helen Downes;  
     Joan Pape & Debra Reade.  
 
New members for 2009 are John Bovaird; Anne Boyer and Helen Elgin 

 

Secretary  : Geoff Chittenden  Treasurer : Rob Bath 
 

Please uphold our Council in your prayers.  
It meets each month, normally on the third Monday of the month at 7.30pm.  

 

Do speak to the Rector or any of your Councillors to convey any comments or  
concerns you may wish Council to consider.  
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 MOTHERS’ UNION Next meeting :  

 Wednesday 20th May at Holy Trinity after 
the  10am Communion Service at Holy Trinity 

Speaker : Peter Downes from CFA 

Coming up on 17th June : ‘Refreshment Day 2009’ - Excellent 
speakers and a great day of Christian fellowship. 

Mark the date in your diary now! 

Contacts : Ruth Paynter  5443 1263 
Gwen Bruce : 5443 7000 

 

Invitations have been received to  

Fashion Parade at St Paul’s Cathedral by ‘Days of Leisure’ - 
with a special afternoon tea : Thursday 14th May 1.30pm. $10. 
RSVP 8th May 5447 0174. 

St Mark’s Golden Square afternoon 12th May—with Ian 
Fenselau : “These are a few of my favourite things.” 1.3pm. $5. 
RSVP 5447 8050 by 5th May. 

[Both these events are sponsored by MU but are open to 
anyone] 
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Special Projects Appeal 
 

¨ Good News!! We have reached our initial target of $20,000 in our special projects 
appeal which was launched in July last year. 

¨ This has allowed us to proceed with the first stage of engaging architects to draw 
up concept plans for our proposed developments at Holy Trinity on the basis of the 
briefing document prepared for them. 

¨ The architects have completed a detailed site survey and are now preparing 
concept plans which will be presented for later in the year—possibly as part of our 
Special Projects Sunday provisionally scheduled for 26th July.  

¨ Any actual developments will require substantial further funding and so please 
continue to support our special project appeal so we can action the Vision plan for 
our parish as articulated by Greg and supported at the AGM and through our 
Council. 

¨ There are return envelopes  
 at each centre for your donations  
 

Please place your donation in the  
return envelope and put it in the Offertory  

or make a deposit directly into our   
Special Projects Account  
with the Bendigo Bank,  

Fountain Ct Branch  
BSB 633 108  

(A/c No 134039155) 
 

�������� ��	�� ��
�
�

������� ��� 
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Please continue to support this appeal.  
 

It is critical for the future of our parish  
 

 

CHEQUE PAYMENTS 
 

NB Any cheque payments for the parish or centres in the parish  
should be made out to the  

 

‘Anglican Parish South East Bendigo’    
 

We no longer have separate accounts for the three centres and the  
Bank will only accept cheques made out to the correct name of our bank account as above. 
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Please consider including the parish in your Will.    
 

Bequests do make an invaluable contribution to the 
on-going viability of our diocese and our churches and  

our Mission for Christ. 

OFFERTORY ENVELOPES 
 

Using the printed envelopes is one method 
of facilitating your weekly giving.  
If you would like to begin using the 

envelope system please notify the office 
and we will allocate a set of  

envelopes to you. 

 

If you wish to make your regular contributions to the offertory through 
electronic Direct Debit against your bank account,  

the details of the parish bank account are as follows. 
 
 Bank : Bendigo Bank : Fountain Court, Mitchell St, Bendigo 3550 
 BSB  Number : 633-108   
 Account Name :  Anglican Parish South East Bendigo         
 Account Number : 1207 80267 
 

(Our Church ABN Number is  31441 348110) 
 

 
 
 

NEW ELECTRONIC GIVING CARDS 
If you use the electronic direct debit method 
for your offertory there are new cards (in the 
foyer) which you can put in the offertory plate 

each week to indicate your commitment. 
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Ouorking in Ouaga 
 
Last month I was invited to present a course in 
renewable energy to a group of students in 
Ouagadougou (pronounced Wa-ga-du-gu), the 
capital city of Burkina Faso.  This west African 
country is ranked by the UN as the third poorest 
in the world, with over half of the population 
living on less than $2 per day.  The city of 
Ouagadougou, which has a population of about 
one million, is the site of an International 
Institute for Water and Environmental 
Engineering, funded by the World Bank.  It 
investigates the ecological situation in west 
Africa, and endeavours to aid governments in 
the area to plan for the future. 
 

Much of the research is focussed on the basin 
of the Niger river, the main waterway in the 
region which flows through 5 countries.  There 
is environmental pressure on the Sahel (sub-
Saharan region) as rainfall diminishes, 
populations increase and the desert encroaches 
southwards.  My course was part of a Master’s 
degree involving 15 engineers (one female), 
and concerned the combustion of agricultural 
wastes to generate electricity.  The students 
came mostly from French-speaking countries 
such as Senegal, the Ivory Coast, Togo, and the 
Cameroon, although there was a group from 
Ghana (English). 
 

This educated group was in contrast to the bulk 
of the inhabitants who are subsistence farmers.  
In one survey, a sample group of farmers was 
asked their opinion about the reason for the 
decrease in average rainfall.  The reply from 
55% was simply ‘God’ i.e. it was God’s will 
and one just learned to live with it.  This is a 
response typical of the predominantly Muslim 
population of the northern part of the region. 
 

In Ouagadougou and the more southern part of 
Burkina Faso, there is a minority (but 
significant) Christian presence.  The group 
which seems to be most active is the 
pentecostal Assemblies of God, which have 
erected churches around the city and in the 
villages.  These churches are really overgrown 
sheds, but the congregations seem to be playing 
an active role in society.  It is interesting that  

 
 
near to each church is a comparatively new 
mosque, which will be more architecturally 
conspicuous.  In fact the churches do not bear a 
cross, but a blue-and-white plaque bearing the 
init ials ��  (= � ssemblée de � ieu, or 
Assembly of God).  I assume that this is a 
deliberate attempt to avoid the symbol of the 
cross, which even nominal muslims have been 
taught to despise. 
 

This raises the question as to whether this 
omission is betraying our Christian heritage for 
the sake of reaching out to muslims.  The 
symbol of the cross is dear to the hearts of most 
Christian people, and denotes the core of 
Christian belief.  Can it be traded away for the 
sake of outreach?  When one considers the 
origin of the word, it is a translation of the 
Greek ������� , which originally meant a 
simple stake i.e. something driven into the 
ground.  The Roman means of execution was 
just that, with the victim nailed to it.  The 
geometric arrangement of crossed bars came 
later, and there may or may not have been a 
crossbar in all crucifixions.  Wood was short 
supply in Palestine at the time, and the Romans 
may not have wasted good timber on criminals.  
On the other hand, the crosses were probably 
recycled, and popular belief from early days 
has portrayed the crucifixion of Jesus as 
including the crossbar. 
 

Whatever is the case, our understanding of ‘the 
cross of Jesus’ is not as a geometric pattern, but 
as the surrender of the son of God to death on 
our behalf.  It is not the instrument of execution 
that we should concentrate on (what if they had 
used beheading, or an AK47?), but on the 
motive that brought Jesus to this fate.  When 
Jesus asks us to ‘deny ourselves, take up our 
cross and follow (him)’, he is not asking us to 
wear a symbol, but to follow his example. If I 
understand the gospel correctly, it is in such 
selfless giving that evil is overcome, mankind 
is reconciled to God, and the purposes of God 
are worked out. 
 

      Brian Stanmore 
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ROSTERS  
· Thanks to all those who are involved in our various duty rosters.       

It really does make a great difference to our worship, ministry and 
witness. Being on the rosters is one way to contribute to the life of the 
parish and develop your sense of belonging and commitment. 

· Our duty rosters are now issued every four months— with most of 
the current rosters running until the end of July 2009. 

· We are always in need of new people to help out on the rosters—
especially with some of the more mundane but vitally important tasks 
such as cleaning and mowing. If you are not on the current rosters 
and would like to volunteer for future duties, please let Geoff know 
in the office (5443 3482).  

· Please also notify Geoff if you are on the current rosters and do not 
wish to continue or if you will be away during any part of the next 
roster period (August—November) or if there are any other changes 
in the pattern of your rostered duties that you would like to make. 

· We still need someone to help in tidying up the church at HT on 
Monday mornings—Colin McLean has been doing this role 
faithfully for umpteen years but is standing down for health reasons. 
Special thanks to Colin for his quiet and faithful ministry over so 
many years.  If you can take on this role please notify the office.  
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Thanks from the Prison Fellowship… 
 

50,000 Biscuits…. 
 

“A huge thank you to all who took part in our Easter Biscuit Bake this 
year. It was an amazing thing to see so many  biscuits flood in from all 
over the State. In all, more than 50,000 biscuits were made.  
Thank you to those who baked, delivered, sorted and packed each 
biscuit for distribution to every prisoner in Victoria. 
Here is a letter from an inmate after receiving the biscuits…. 
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Orders may be placed by filling in the list in the foyer at 
Holy Trinity or by phoning/emailing the office 
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Kids, Youth and Young 
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During May, we will finish our series 
on the Nicene Creed and what it 

means for us as kids. 
Topics we will cover include:  

‘Holy Spirit’ - we can love Jesus and 
other people. 

‘The Church’  - is made up of ALL 
believers and we are too help each 
other grow and be more like Jesus. 

‘Forgiveness of sins’ - We can       
receive forgiveness because of what 

Jesus has done for us. 
‘Pentecost’ - What’s so special about 

Pentecost. 
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Photo of the Campers—who ALL  
survived the weekend! 

Are they ready for the next adventure? 

Early morning sunrise 
from Boroka lookout. 

“That was the BEST camp 
EVER!” was one of the    
responses as we left 
Pomonal.  We played night 
games, hiked to the        
Pinnacle, had some GREAT 
talks about Jesus and 
Easter,  more talks around a 
fire, watched the sun rise 
above the clouds and then 
we had a devotion where 
we reflected on God and all 
he has made.  Yep it was a 
FANTASTIC camp!!  :)  
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Our New Web Page  
is now up and running 

Check it out!    
www.southeastbendigo.com 

 
 
 

In conjunction with the new web 
page we also have a suite of new 
email addresses with flexibility to 
preface the core address with the 
intended recipient or subject of the 
message e.g.  

office@southeastbendigo.com 
or 

lifegroups@southeastbendigo.com 
or 

cms@southeastbendigo.com 
 

etc 
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CBD lunch 

time  
Bible Study  
 

A new small group has started up 
and is meeting downtown  
at the diocesan registry  

in Myers Street  
on Thursdays at 1pm.  

 

 
The idea is to provide an opportunity 
for those who work in the CBD area 

to come together for prayer and 
Bible study and fellowship during 

the week. 
 

New members are most welcome 
 

Contact Greg or  
James Oakley 0407 325 275 
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Chaplaincy…. 
Please continue to uphold in prayer our school chaplains  
 

Marion Drummond : Eaglehawk Secondary  Narelle Hewitt : Kangaroo Flat
 Katie Sargent : Weeroona College   Carl Rusbridge : Maryborough 

Jeanette O’Brien : Bridgewater  Janine Hadley : North Bendigo 
Michael Monaghan : White Hills   Kelvin Curnow : Big Hill & Maiden Gully 
Karen Danes—Camp Hill and Strathfieldsaye Barbara Miller : Spring Gully  

Wendy Kofed : Eaglehawk North and Kennington 
Valerie Baker : Kangaroo Flat & Maple Street Sue Allen : East Loddon 

 

The Bendigo Chaplaincy  currently has 10 chaplains working with  15 school communities - 3  state 
secondary and the remainder - state primary. We have two more schools enquiring about the 

possibility of having a chaplain.  The Government grant is now unavailable in the current 'round', 
meaning that schools wanting a chaplain after 2008 have to be funded independently of government 

assistance.  Most of the Bendigo schools have families who have been directly affected in one way 
or another by the recent bushfires.  Having a chaplain on hand has been very beneficial.  In fact, 
Kelvin Curnow had just been appointed to commence at Maiden Gully the Friday following 'Black 

Saturday'........... he was able to go in immediately instead on the Monday and begin offering 
support. So, the continuing prayerful and financial support of your congregations is greatly 

appreciated.  We thank you.   …..  On 29 May at St. Andrew's Uniting Church Hall Bendigo we will  
be holding a  Dinner & AGM . More details later.          Jenny Rainsford 

Please also pray for the Chaplaincy at our university and for ‘Real Life’ the 
Christian group that has started up there. 

 
 

Carl Rusbridge (a long-time member of our parish)  
has sent in this report from Maryborough…. 
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John Dickson’s book  

“Promoting the Gospel”  
is a practical guide to the biblical art of sharing your faith.  

 

Rather than force- feeding every Christian into thinking that they must be like 
Billy Graham and share the whole Gospel with 15 people a week and get them 
to make decisions there on the spot—this book looks at the biblical view of 
evangelism and encourages all Christians to be involved in the “Promotion of 
the Gospel.”  
 

The argument that John Dickson puts forward from the Bible is that all 
Christians promote the gospel; some promote the Gospel through proclaiming it 
like a Billy Graham, others through prayer support, others through resources 
and all of us through godly living and being ready to give an answer.  
 

This book will be encouraging for all Christians, encouraging a passion for 
others to know about Jesus and encouraging them to promote the Gospel in the 
way that God has wired them.  
 

I believe the book will be so helpful for you and that you will be encouraged by 
it—that if you buy it through the church and you don’t like it I’ll buy the book 
back from you!  
 
That’s the “Rector’s Money Back Guarantee.”   
 

 
Cost is $25 per book 

Book Promotion 
 

With “Rector’s”  
 

Money Back Guarantee 

/0����������� ��������$�������
���������	'�/0����������� ��������$�������
���������	'�/0����������� ��������$�������
���������	'�/0����������� ��������$�������
���������	'�� ���
��!��������$��$���	�����

��������!�������
���������!��������$��$���	�����

��������!�������
���������!��������$��$���	�����

��������!�������
���������!��������$��$���	�����

��������!�������
�������� ���

!�����*���������� 

�����������������������$�������� 
�'1!�����*���������� 

�����������������������$�������� 
�'1!�����*���������� 

�����������������������$�������� 
�'1!�����*���������� 

�����������������������$�������� 
�'1����
 

2&�3�����(���&-4�



20 

 Parish South East Bendigo— Monthly Bulletin : MAY 2009 

 
 
 

‘Out ‘n About Services 
 

‘Growing Community.  
Growing Faith’ 

 
 

As part of our ministry to the wider 
community and the elderly, our parish 
provides services at several nursing 

homes, hostels and retirement villages.  

 

We would like to involve more people in 
this outreach, especially as Tracey will 
be leaving us at the end of June, and 

encourage you to think and pray about 
whether you might be able to help out.  
This growing ministry is great fun and 

greatly appreciated. 
 

 
 

The normal monthly pattern  
for these outreach services is as follows : 
 

Alexandra House  -Somerville St,  
 Flora Hill  : 1st Thursday, 1pm.    
 
 

Anne Caudle, Bendigo :  
   Friday 15th May, 2pm 
 
Bendigo Retirement Village– 
Mandurang Rd, Spring Gully :  
   Tuesday 5th May, 10.30am 
       
Village Life Condon St, Strathdale : 
   3rd Friday, 10am     
 

We are in need of people to help 
with teas and supporting  

the services.  
 
 

If you can help 
Please contact Tracey  

or notify the office 

 
 

The Diocesan Newspaper,  
The Spirit  

is normally published in the first 
week each month  

(except for January)  
 

 
It keeps us better informed 
about our diocese & our 

parishes and has all sorts of 
articles of interest.  

 

It is free of charge.  
 

Please be encouraged to take a 
copy each month and support 

our diocese. 
 

It includes regular reports from 
our parish. 

 

You may also be encouraged to 
make a contribution yourself—
articles, photos etc are welcome. 

 
 

The deadline for contributions is 
14th of the month.  

 
Submission by email is 
preferred  - to the editor 

chsherlock@netspace.net.au 
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After most services there is usually a cup of tea/coffee 

and some refreshments to enjoy over a chat  
and on-going fellowship.  

 
If you are a newcomer or visitor  

please know that you are most welcome.   
We’d love you to join us.  

 
Please complete and hand in one of our  

‘CONTACT CARDS’  
so that we can keep in touch. 
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Fri 1 CMS Weekend at HT 

Sat 2 CMS Weekend at HT 

SUN 3 CMS Weekend at HT 
10.30am service at HT followed by 
BBQ lunch 

Mon 4 * Sewing Group at HT 

Tues 
5 

* Dancer-cise class at HT 9.15am 
* Staff meeting 9.30am 
* YABS 7.30pm 

Wed  
6 

* Holy Communion HT 10am 
* Prayer group at HT 12.30pm 
* Neighbourhood Watch at HT 7.30pm 
* KYB at HT 7.30pm  

Thurs 
7 

* KYB at HT 9.30am & 11am 
* ‘Mellowship’ Mums group HT 
9.30am 
* Caritas 7.30pm film night 

Fri  8 �

Sat  9  

SUN 
10 

Mothers’ Day 
* DG’s at HT 4.45pm 

Mon  
11 

* Sewing Group at HT 

Tues 
12 

* Dancer-cise class at HT 9.15am 
* Staff meeting 9.30am 
* Diocesan Council at HT 4.45pm 
* YABS 7.30pm 

Wed 
13 

*  Prayer Group at HT 12.30pm 
* Music Group at HT 7pm 
* School musical rehearsal at HT 
4.30pm-5.30pm 
* KYB at HT 7.30pm 

Thurs 
14 

* KYB at HT 9.30am & 11am 
* ‘Mellowship’ Mums group HT 
9.30am 
* Home Communions 10am, 11.15am 

Friday 
15 

*  Village Life service 10am 
Men’s Conference Belgrave 

Sat 
16 

Men’s Conference Belgrave 

SUN  
17 

Access Day—support for schools  
ministries  

Tues 
19 

* Dancer-cise class at HT 9.15am 
*Staff meeting 9.30am 
* CC Guild 1.30pm 
* YABS 7.30pm 

Wed 
20 

* Holy Communion HT 10am 
* MU at HT (after Communion) 
* Home Communions 11am, 2pm, 4pm 
* Prayer group at HT 12.30pm 
* School musical rehearsal at HT 4.30pm-
5.30pm 
* Chaplaincy Cttee at HT 3.30pm 
* KYB at HT 7.30pm  

Thurs 
21 

* KYB at HT 9.30am & 11am 
* ‘Mellowship’ Mums group HT 9.30am 
* ABM Coffee Morning at St Pauls 10am 
* Home Communions 10am, 11.15am 

Fri     
22 

* Thrive Photo Scavenger Hunt.   

Sat 23 Professional Stds Training Day Rochester 

SUN    
24 

 * DG’s at HT 4.45pm 
* Panel discussion at HT 6.30pm service 

Mon 
25 

* Sewing Group at HT 
 

Tues 
26 

* Dancer-cise class at HT 9.15am 
* Staff meeting 9.30am 
* CC  Afternoon Tea/Coffee & singalong 
1.30pm—3.30pm 
* YABS 7.30pm 

Wed 27 *  Prayer Group at HT 12.30pm 
* School musical rehearsal at HT 4.30pm-
5.30pm 
* KYB at HT 7.30pm 

Thurs 
28 

* KYB at HT 9.30am & 11am 
* ‘Mellowship’ Mums group HT 9.30am 

Fri 
29 

* Seniors’ Service 2pm 
* Chaplaincy dinner at St Andrews 

Sat 
30 

Men’s Breakfast 7.30am 

SUN 
31 

Pentecost/Whitsun 
Bp Andrew to preach at morning services 
at HT. 
* Ecumenical Service 6pm 

Mon 
18 

* Sewing Group at HT 
* Parish Council at HT 7.30pm 
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PARISH NEWS deliveries 
 

Now that the News Bulletin is 
produced on a monthly basis 
rather than weekly we will be 

discontinuing weekly deliveries  
to individuals who are away. 

 

We will continue to deliver copies 
to those who are in Nursing 

Homes or housebound 
with long-term illness and  
unable to attend church. 

 

Back copies of the bulletins are 
available in the church foyer. 
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first Sunday of each month  

(except January) 
�
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If you would like to contribute an 

item which you think would be  
of interest to the parish  

please contact  
Geoff in the office (5443 3482)  

  
Copy/photos need to be submitted to 
the office by 20th of the preceding 

month – preferably by email  
(parishsebgo@bigpond.com)  

or on disk. 
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MAY Prayer Points  
 
 
 
 

¨ Missionaries  and Missionaries in training  
- for their health and safety—for inspiration, 
faithfulness and wisdom.  

 

¨ Mission agencies  especially those 
supported by our parish ABM, BCA, CMS, TEAR and 
Chaplaincy 

 
 

¨  Christians who are persecuted for their faith—for 
their protection and courage to persevere in their 
faith and witness. 

 
 

¨ Good rains in drought areas. Good stewardship of 
the environment,  for sensible and effective 
strategies to cope with climate change. 

 

¨ Our Prime Minister, Kevin Rudd and our 
Government —for effective action to alleviate the 
economic crisis, and help for the unemployed and 
those facing redundancy. 

 

¨ For containment of the Swine Flu epidemic ——for 
the victims of the viral illness—for international co-
operation in halting the spread of the illness and for 
developing effective controls and treatment. 

 
¨ Tracey and her Community Chaplaincy, ‘Our Place’  

and all those involved in the bush fires recovery 
program and the development of this pioneering 
ministry. 

 

¨ CFA and all our Emergency Services for their 
wellbeing and safety while giving thanks for their 
dedicated community service. 

 
¨ Bishop Andrew as he shepherds our diocese and 

Greg, as he leads our parish in these challenging 
times.  

 
¨ Pray that God will show us the way and raise up the 

right people and resources we need to be able to 
continue to serve Him faithfully through our shared 
ministry and mission for His honour and glory. 
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